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laid, and a tramway journey through the city is at present a
tedious and jolting process which is far from comfortable.
The hotel accommodation is very good, and some of the
newer establishments, such as the Grand (kept by a mem-
ber of the Hauser family, the proprietors of the Schweizer-
hof at Lucerne and other equally well-known Swiss hotels)
and the Hotel Bristol on the Corso, are the equals of any
hotel in Europe.

Visitors to Naples ought to be freed from the terrible
importunities of touts of all kinds. The incessant pestering
by cabmen, guides, pimps, and vendors of obscenities is a
serious trial of patience and temper, and must have the effect
of keeping visitors away. Reform in this direction would be
wise on the part of the Town Council. Notwithstanding the
improvement in the water-supply, the visitor to Naples must
be careful if he would altogether avoid fever and gastric
troubles. It is not safe, we think, to eat uncooked vegetables
such as salad, and certainly it is not advisable to eat raw
the very beautiful and tempting Naples oyster, which is
fattened at the mouth of the town sewer close to Santa
Lucia. It is quite possible that for a time the new water-
works will have the effect of increasing the smells of the
foreshore, which are painfully noticeable after a shower.
The sewers all run to the sea, and if these sewers are per-
petually Hushed, the sea round the foreshore will be per-
petually foul. When, however, the scheme for turning the
sewage of the town on to the land to the north-west of
Posilipo has been carried out, Naples will be one of the

pleasantest, and might become, as the sanitary knowledge of
the people progresses, one of the healthiest, cities of the
world.

CHOLERA IN SOUTHERN EUROPE.

CHOLERA continues to decline in Spain, but the diminution
is slow, and the mortality is still heavy. During the past
fortnight nearly 2000 cholera deaths have been recorded, and
the’daily mortality, which at the beginning of the fort-
night varied from 200 to 250, has now fallen to but little
over 100. The records as to individual towns and provinces
are no longer issued, but a large number of deaths are stated
to have taken place in the capital of Barcelona, where thedisease continued to be very fatal up to the end of Sep- I

tember. There has also been considerable fatality in the
Spanish lines near Gibraltar; but since the commencement
of the present month no cases have been heard of in the
English lines, although some twelve cholera deaths had
occurred there up to about the middle of September.

In France cholera remains practically limited to Marseilles
and Toulon, and the number of deaths in each of those
towns has so far diminished that the issue of a daily bulletin
has been discontinued. But the disease is not at an end in
either place, and enteric fever is also prevalent at Toulon.
Indeed, the need for the adoption of sanitary measures on a
wide scale in both these Mediterranean ports is made more
and more obvious as time progresses.

In Italy, the island of Sicily remains the only portion of
the kingdom where cholera prevails in an epidemic form,
and the province of Palermo is still that part of the island
which is principally affected. The daily deaths in the pro-
vince are now some fifty in number. The cholera occurrences
in other parts of Italy have, happily, shown no tendency to
become diffused. 

___

CONVERSAZIONES AND OLD STUDENTS’
DINNERS.

ST. BARTHOLOMEWS HOSPITAL.

THE past and present students of this Hospital held their
annual dinner in the large hall, Dr. Matthews Duncan being
in the chair. Amongst the distinguished guests were Dr.
Burdon Sanderson and Sir J. Watt Reid, Director-General of
the Navy Medical Department. A company numbering
considerably over a hundred assembled on the occasion, and
:, most enjoyable evening was spent.

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.
The annual dinner of the St. George’s Hospital Medical

’School took place at the Criterion Restaurant on October 1st.
Mr. Rouse proved a most excellent president, and on him

fell the greater share of the burdens and honours of the
evening. The stewards are greatly to be congratulated on
the excellence of the dinner and the wines. After the usual

loyal toasts, Dr. Wadham responded in a humorous and en-
livening speech to that of "The St. George’s HospitalMedical
School." Mr. Holmes, Surgeon-General Cornish, Mr. Cowell,
Mr. Brudenell Carter, and Mr. Peel Davis were among the
other speakers. Upwards of one hundred past and present
pupils assembled, the former being, it was gratifying to
notice, exceptionally numerous, including Sir Prescott
Hewett, Bart., Dr. Myrtle of Harrogate, Mr. Read of Ken-
sington, Mr. Page of Wimbledon, and many others.

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

As is usual, the medical session was ushered in by
a conversazione, which was attended by rather over

three thousand people. The medals and prizes were dis-
tributed to the successful students by the Treasurer at ten
o’clock in the anatomical theatre, which was crowded with
ladies and gentlemen interested in the prize-winners. In
the course of his short speech, the Treasurer drew atten-
tion to the remarkable successes which Guy’s has for some
years past obtained at the various examining bodies.
After a few remarks from Dr. Wilks, the company re-
turned to that part of the hospital devoted to the conver-
sazione, where the pretty and elaborate electric lighting of
Messrs. Woodhouse and Rawson, and the very tasteful
decorations of Messrs. Morris and Co., excited universal
admiration. Some of the most interesting exhibits were
the instruments adapted for applying the electric light to
medical purposes, Mr. Wilson Swan kindly exhibiting some
of his own inventions. The various collections of micro-
scopical objects were particularly good, Messrs. Gnvan and
Crook, students of the hospital, showing some very beautiful
bacilli. Messrs. Tooth gave a very fine display of pictures.
Messrs. Coote and Tinney entertained the company with an
excellent musical performance.
The Anatomical, Comparative Anatomy, and Pathological

Museums were lit with the electric light, and in the latter
Dr. Goodhart showed all the pathological specimens added
to the museum during the year. The grounds were illumi-
nated in the same style as the Inventions Exhibition.
The company seemed to enjoy themselves thoroughly,
and did not separate until a late hour, each person carrying
away as mementos a very tasty programme and a leaflet
containing an account of the work of Guy’s Medical School
for the past year. -

THE LONDON HOSPITAL.

At the London Hospital no sessional festivity has as yet
been held, but we believe it to be intention of the staff to
hold a dinner at the opening of the new nursing institution.
which will, it is expected, take place in the course of a very
few weeks. The institution is intended to accommodate
about 100 nurses, some of whom, after having gone through
the full course of instruction and without severing their
connexion with the institution, will be available for private
nursing. -

ST. MABYS HOSPITAL.

This year the occasion of the delivery of the introductory
address was. for the first time, graced by the presence of
ladies, a departure which seems to have found considerable
favour, and which is likely to form a precedent for future
anniversaries. In the evening the annual dinner was given at
the Holborn Restaurant. It was attended by the hospital
staff, by old and present students, and by a few distinguished
visitors, in all 149, a greater number than at any previous
festival. The usual toasts were interspersed with vocal and
instrumental music, and the evening was wound up by two
recitations superbly rendered by Mr. Terriss of the Lyceum
Theatre.
On Friday, Oct. 2nd, a conversazione given by the medical

officers and lecturers, was held in the hospital and new
school buildings. The whole of the basement wards of the
former were cleared for the purpose, and these, with
the out-patient department, were handsomely draped and
decorated. The bands of the Grenadier Guards and the
St. George’s Rifles were in attendance. In the board-room
of the hospital the platform was alternately occupied by
Mr. Clifford Harrison, who gave six recitations, and Mr. E.
Plater’s Glee Union. The out-patient waiting-room was
fitted up as a Japanese hall, and the adjoining rooms were
furnished in Oriental style. lSeveral other entertainments
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of popular and scientific interest were provided for the
visitors, who numbered 4000. Altogether the spectacle was
a most brilliant one, and reflected the highest credit upon
the Dean and executive committee.

MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL.

The annual dinner of the above school was this year held
at the Holborn Restaurant, under the presidency of Mr.
J. Smith Turner. It was well attended by past students, some
coming from far northern, western, and eastern counties,
to do honour to the occasion and support their old friend.
The principal toasts were proposed from the chair, and
among the speakers were Sir Oscar Clayton, Mr. Francis
Hoare (who replied to the toast of the Hospital), Mr. Lawson,
and Dr. Fowler. The evening passed off most successfully,
and this was in no little measure ensured by the excellent
programme of music arranged by Mr. David Hepburn, and
performed by himself and several amateur friends, with the
valuable aid of Mr. Wilhelm Ganz.

ST. T]aO--VAS’S HOSPITAL.
After the address, which was given by Mr. A. 0. Mackellar

at 3 P.M., those present visited the wards of the hospital and
the school, where the recent alterations and improvements
were much admired. In the evening the usual dinner of
the old students was held in the Governors’ Hall, Dr. Ord,
Dean of the School, presiding. There was a large and most
successful gathering, more than 120 being present. Sir
Thomas Crawford, K.C.B., Dr. Dickson, Professor Buchanan,
Dr. Mangles, Alderman Stone, treasurer of the hospital, and
other guests were present. -

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

The annual dinner of the old and present students of the
Faculty of Medicine took place on the 1st inst. at the
Freemasons’ Tavern, under the presidency of Professor John
Marshall, F.R.S. About 120 sat down to dinner, and, in
addition to the members of the consulting and acting staff,
many former students were present, including Dr. W. Wood,
Dr. Burford Norman (Southsea), Mr. Bluett (Chesterfield),
Mr. Rigden (Canterbury), Mr. Tweed, Mr. Humphreys
(Shrewsbury), Dr. Henry -Lllaudsley, Dr. T. H. Green (Charing-
cross Hospital), Dr. Lewers (London Hospital), Mr. W. Gill,
Mr. P. B. Mason (Burton-on-Trent), Dr. Barry Ball, Mr. W.
Hickman, Dr. Snow (Bournemouth), Dr. Cooke, Dr. B. H.
Allen (St. Leonards), Mr. Bond (Leicester), Mr. Hochee, Mr.
Symonds (Oxford), Dr. C. Beevor, Mr. T. P. Gammon, Mr.
Alford, Dr. Tyndale Watson, Dr. Hodson, Dr. Whittle
(Brighton), Dr. May Miller, Dr. T. Colcott Fox, Mr. Shirley
Deakin, Dr. Julian Evans, Mr. Swift, Mr. Hancocke Wathen
(Clifton), Dr. Bond (Newcross), Mr. T. W. Thompson (Potter’s
Bar), Mr. Peter Cooper, Mr. H. F. Bailey, Dr. H. Walker, Mr.
Buckston Browne, Mr. Heather Bigg, Mr. Stewart Norman,
and others. The speeches were few, but in the hands of Mr.
Marshall it is needless to say they were telling. Mr. Chris-
topher Heath, who proposed a vote of thanks to the secre-
taries, was enthusiastically received on this his first public
appearance after his late severe illness, from which, we are
glad to say, his recovery seems to have been complete. Some
excellent singing by Dr. F. T. Roberts, Dr. Beevor, and Mr.
Campbell Williams, assisted by Mr. T. H. Mason, helped to
enliven what proved to be a most enjoyable reunion of old
friends. The guests were so arranged at table that men of
the same year were in proximity to each other.

WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.

After the introductory lecture on October 1st by Mr. George
Cowell (an abstract of which was given in our issue of last
week) and the distribution of prizes by Sir Rutherford
Alcock, the string band of the Royal Artillery took posses-
sion of the large lecture theatre and played a charming
selection of music. Refreshments were served in the dissecting
room, which was tastefully decorated with plants, &c. There
was alarge attendance of the staff, students (past and present)
and their friends, and satisfaction was universally expressed
at the able manner in which the architect, Mr. S. Salter, had
carried out the wishes of the lecturers. The Students’ Club,
accommodation for which is provided in the basement, was
inaugurated at the same time; this promises to supply a
great want. During the afternoon the Dean was able to
announce that the entry of new students was already greater
than at any previous period of the history of the school.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN twenty-eight of the largest English towns 5525 births
and 3007 deaths were registered during the week ending
Oct. 3rd. The annual death-rate in these towns, which had
steadily declined in the preceding eight weeks from 21’8 to
15’9 per 1000, rose again last week to 17’6. During the
thirteen weeks ending the 3rd inst. the death-rate in these
towns averaged only 18’8 per 1000, which was 2’6 below the
mean rate in the corresponding periods of the nine years
1876-84. The lowest rates in these towns last week were 12-3
in Bolton, 12-9 in Birkenhead, 13’5 in Halifax, and 13 6 in
Nottingham. The rates in the other towns ranged upwards
to 23’8 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 24-0 in Plymouth, 25-3 in
Cardiff, and 26’0 in Oldham. The deaths referred to the
principal zymotic diseases in the twenty-eight towns, which
had declined from 930 to 374 in the preceding eight weeks,
further fell to 366 last week, and were fewer than in any
previous week since February last; they included 136 from
diarrhoea, 52 from whooping-coufh, 49 from scarlet fever,46 from measles, 41 from "fever (principally enteric), 35
from diphtheria, and 7 from small-pox. No death from any of
these diseases was recorded last week either in Halifax
or in Huddersfield, whereas they caused the highest death-
rates in Preston, Liverpool, and Salford. Diarrhoea caused the
greatest mortality in Sunderland and Preston; "fever" " in
Norwich and Portsmouth ; scarlet fever in Leicester;
measles in Salford; and whooping-cough in Salford and
Blackburn. Of the 35 deaths from diphtheria in the

twenty-eight towns, 24 occurred in London and 6 in
Liverpool. Small-pox caused 9 deaths in London and its
outer ring (including 2 in the metropolitan asylum hospital
ship off Dartford), 1 in Bristol, and 1 in Liverpool. The
number of small-pox patients in the metropolitan asylum
hospitals situated in and around London, which had de-
clined in the preceding seventeen weeks from 1389 to

153, had further fallen to 131 on Saturday last; the admis-
sions, which had been 47 and 27 in the preceding two
weeks, further declined last week to 18. The Highgate
Small-pox Hospital contained 6 patients on Saturday last,
no admission having occurred during the week. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in London,
which had been 152 and 159 in the preceding two weeks,
further rose last week to 205, but were 13 below the cor-
rected weekly average. The causes of 62, or 2’1 per cent.,
of the deaths in the twenty-eight towns last week were not
certified either by a registered medical practitioner or by a
coroner. All the causes of death were duly certified in
Portsmouth, Sunderland, Brighton, Preston, and in seven
other smaller towns. The largest proportions of uncertified
deaths were registered in Huddersfield, Halifax, Sheffield,
and Hull. -

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been 16’6 and 17’4 per 1000 in the preceding two
weeks, declined again last week to 16’4, and was 1’2 below
the mean rate during the same week in the twenty-eight
English towns. The rates in the Scotch towns last week
ranged from 11’4 and 13’2 in Leith and Paisley, to 17’0 in
Dundee and 18’6 in Glasgow. The 400 deaths in the eight
towns included 13 which were referred to diarrhoeal diseases,
9 to whooping-cough, 6 to "fever " (typhus, enteric, or

simple), 6 to scarlet fever, 3 to diphtheria, 3 to measles,
and 1 to small-pox; in all, 41 deaths resulted from these
principal zymotic diseases, against 54 and 59 in the
preceding two weeks. These 41 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 1-7 per 1000, which was 0’4 below the
mean rate from the same diseases in the twenty-eight
English towns. The 13 deaths attributed to diarrhoeal
diseases showed a further considerable decline from the
numbers in recent weeks, and were so many as 49
below the number in the corresponding week of last

year; they included 7 in Glasgow. The 9 fatal cases

of whooping-cough exceeded those in the previous week
by 1 ; 7 occurred in Glasgow and 2 in Edinburgh.
The 6 deaths from scarlet fever, all of which were regis-
tered in Glasgow, showed a decline from the numbers
in recent weeks. The deaths referred to " fever," which had
been 10, 3, and 7 in the previous three weeks, were 6 last
week, of which 2 occurred in Perth. Two of the three
deaths from diphtheria were returned in Edinburgh. The


